
 
Call for honours project descriptions for associate and full professors 
Associate and full professors are invited to design an honours project related to their own research 
and research interests for a maximum of 5 students from the top 5% of the bachelor programmes 
(Arts and Culture, European Studies, Digital Societies, Global Studies). Both students and staff value 
these projects with generally very engaged and motivated students. We encourage projects that 
speak to students from different bachelor programmes, challenge students, and encourage creativity 
and out of the box thinking. To apply, please send your description to Ragna Zeiss 
(r.zeiss@maastrichtuniversity.nl) before July 26. Please find more information about the Honours 
Programme in the attachment.  
 
Overview Honours Programme FASoS: 
  
At the beginning of each academic year the best performing second year students (top 5%) are 
invited to participate in the extracurricular FASoS Honours programme. Third year students who 
have been participating last year, are assumed to continue the programme. The programme runs 
over two years and consists of three components: seminars given by a FASoS professor (one in the 
second and one in the third year of the BA, 10 ECTS each) and the interfaculty Honours+ programme 
(in the second year, 5 ECTS). Third year students are likely to choose a new topic in their second 
Honours years, but there is freedom of choice. In total, students earn 25 ECTS. 
  
The small-scale FASoS seminars have, so far, been quite varied in terms of content and organisation. 
The 10 ECTS for one seminar are equivalent to 280 hours. Each project is set up according to the 
research interest and research skills of the project coordinator, taking into account the study load 
and students’ interests. Students may be given some liberty to explore the issues they are interested 
in within their group. Meetings, reading, presentations, excursions, skills, and other study activities 
are all included in the projects. Students can be involved in ongoing research, explore new literature 
and interdisciplinary challenges, or help organizing and participating in an event, such as a 
conference or workshop. The deliverable(s) vary in accordance with the programme of the individual 
seminars, but should roughly have the same time investment across projects. A meeting will be set 
up at the beginning of the new academic year to discuss this across the involved projects. Students 
value a deliverable that challenges them to do something new (e.g. a new form of (group)writing 
(rather than yet another individual academic paper), a podcast). 
 
Students will be given a brochure with your project descriptions. On that basis they can apply for the 
honours programme and indicate their preferences. We try to allocate the projects of their choice 
while also keeping an eye on interdisciplinarity of projects. It may happen, depending on the number 
of project descriptions we receive and the number of students who apply and their preferences, that 
projects cannot go ahead. As soon as the selection is made (September) we will inform you about 
your project. No more than five students can take part in one seminar. Projects receive 10 Solver 
hours per student. You can indicate if you would like to still run your project if there is one 
subscription only (which in itself is perfectly possible, but will make group work and group 
discussions difficult). In such a situation, the student will also be contacted. 
 
The FASoS components usually run in the second semester, but depending on the availability of the 
students and in consultation with them, honours projects can begin earlier, e.g. by providing reading 
material. 

The seminars are concluded with a brief presentation during the Honours conference at the 
end of the year (normally end of May / beginning of June), which is mandatory for all students. The 
deadline for the submission of papers or other deliverables for the students is also the deadline of 
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the bachelor theses. Staff and students are best served if the seminars are concluded with or not 
long after the Honours conference. 
  
The performance of the students is assessed on the basis of participation, quality of submitted work, 
and the final presentation. The grade is a pass or a fail, which the professors themselves 
communicate to Exams-FASoS in an email stating the names of the students in question, with the 
Honours coordinator in cc. 
 
The Honours programme is extracurricular, so let’s try to give some space to academic freedom in 
the best sense of the words. 
  
  
 


