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"This wonderfully researched and written book  
charts  the fascinating  history  of  our relationship to  
the  sound  of  automobiles. From the  individual  
strategies and  skills embodied  in listening to  the 
sound of  our engines to the  commercial practices  
that  have standardized  and  marketed those  sonic 
experiences. Sound and Safe is a major contribution 
to our  understanding of the  culture  of the automo-
bile." 
—Michael Bull, author of Sound Moves: iPod Culture 

and Urban Experience 
 
"Most music is listened to in cars.  Karin Bijsterveld and 
her colleagues in this fascinating well-researched 

book, part of the new interdisciplinary field of sound stud-
ies, trace mainly in European contexts how cars have be-

come auditory bubbles cocooned from their surroundings."  
—Trevor Pinch, Cornell University 

 

 
Sound and Safe traces the full history of noise in 
and around cars, shows how we created auditory 
privacy in our cars, even though they were highly 
noisy things at the beginning of the twentieth centu-
ry. It is about the sounds of car engines, tires, wip-
ers, blinkers, warning signals, in-car audio systems 
and, ultimately, about how we became used to listen 
while driving. 
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