
CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

“The external dimension of the EU energy and climate policies” 
 
 
We invite paper proposals for a number of panels on “The external dimension of the 
EU energy and climate policies” at the UACES’ 45th Annual Conference, 7-9 
September 2015 held in Bilbao, Spain. 
 
 
Background 
 
Driven by the expanding role of the European Union (EU) on energy issues, recent 
years have witnessed a growing scholarly interest on the EU energy and climate 
policies. The emergent literature has shed light not only on the importance of dealing 
with the relationship (and tensions) between the EU’s different energy goals 
(competitiveness, environmental protection and fight against climate change, and 
energy security), but also on the challenge posed by the internal-external nexus of all 
of these dimensions. Addressing these issues often requires the (very difficult) 
coordination of internal policies with relevant external actors and an active EU role in 
the institutions of global energy and climate governance. Against this background, we 
invite submissions of papers addressing the challenges related to the external 
dimension of the EU energy and climate policies. In particular, we welcome papers on 
the following themes: 
 
 
Theme 1. The EU role in International Climate Change Politics  
 
Since the 1990’s, climate change has been key driver for greater EU involvement in 
energy policy. The relevance of climate change not only facilitated the development 
of an energy-related legislation at the EU level (e.g. the promotion of renewable 
energy), but also the emergence of the EU as a significant actor in the international 
climate change politics. For years, the EU has tried to position itself as a global leader 
in this field. However, the difficulty of reaching a post-Kyoto agreement as well as 
the internal problems of meeting the 2020 climate goals have put this position in 
question. This theme aims to take stock of these developments, by engaging in: (i) An 
assessment of the success and failures of the EU as a leader in international climate 
change politics; (ii) An analysis of the different paths that the EU has pursued to 
promote abroad climate change policies despite the difficulty to reach a post-Kyoto 
agreement (e.g. the use of cooperation mechanisms); (iii) Further conceptualisation of 
the EU as an international actor in climate change politics (Normative Europe vs. 
Market Power Europe). 
 
 
Theme 2. The expanding scope and geographical reach of EU External Energy 
Policy 
  
In recent years, the EU’s involvement in external energy matters has experienced an 
unprecedented boost. The EU has stepped up its initiatives to promote energy market 
rules externally – with the geographical expansion of the Energy Community Treaty 



and the proposed Euro-Mediterranean Energy Community – and used internal market 
rules to counter Russian policies perceived as threatening EU energy security, such as 
the South Stream pipeline project. Likewise, the EU has gained a foothold in matters 
of security of supply traditionally dealt with by member states (e.g. diversification of 
supplies and associated infrastructure, coordination of risk assessments and 
contingency plans, demand aggregation mechanisms and mediation in third parties’ 
politico-commercial energy disputes). This theme seeks to take stock of these 
developments, in particular by encouraging further: (i) Conceptualisation of the EU’s 
international action in energy matters; (ii) Examination of the thematic and 
geographical expansion of EU external energy policy; and (iii) Assessment of both 
the degree of EU achievement in this area, as well as the practical/normative 
implications of the EU’s external energy undertakings. 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to one of these themes please send a 250 word abstract 
to isolorio@zedat.fu-berlin.de by Monday 12th January 2015 at the latest (the UACES 
deadline is 16th January 2015).  Please state clearly which of the main themes above-
described your paper addresses.  
  
We look forward to hearing from you, 
 
Dr. Anna Herranz-Surrallés, Maastricht University 
Dr. Israel Solorio, Freie Universität Berlin 
Dr. Edward Stoddard, University of Portsmouth- Freie Universität Berlin 
 


